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As well as to help those who pray for our ministry weekly, this calendar is designed to help you lead public worship or prayer meetings, or compile your church or diocesan prayer calendars or diaries. If you are copying this material into another document or using it in public worship please add suitable introductory words such as ‘Please pray for’ or ‘I/we pray for’ as necessary. The italicised paragraphs are reflections, set prayers or collects.
ICS is a Church of England patronage society (recruiting clergy for English-speaking churches abroad) and mission to English-speakers people in countries where English is not the first language. We spread the gospel through church planting and church growth mission initiatives and outreach to tourists, touching the lives of those living, working, studying or travelling far from home, and (in mainland Europe) increasing numbers of local people. So please pray for:
January 
· ICS’s work as a patronage society: for a continued supply of able, wise and godly priests to serve as the ministers (‘chaplains’) of international Anglican churches abroad. 

· Newly planted churches and growing congregations supported by ICS; may they become established places of witness to Christ and loving, outward-looking Christian communities.

· Give thanks for those volunteer seasonal chaplains and their helpers serving in 2011’s tourist outreach, and pray for many openings to talk about Jesus Christ with the unchurched and dechurched whom the encounter whilst on holiday.
Mission involves partnership! ICS has mission partners serving in the Dioceses of Europe; Egypt, North Africa and the Horn of Africa; Jerusalem; Cyprus and the Gulf; Falklands; Chile and Rio working to further the mission of those dioceses. I/we pray for continued good working relations between ICS, bishops and dioceses. Amen.
February

· ICS’s mission partners serving in international Anglican churches abroad, especially those working amongst children, youth and international students; through their example may these children and young people learn to live faithfully for Christ throughout their lives.
· The Society is trustee of many church buildings, used by international Anglican churches abroad: may ICS have the resources to maintain these centres of mission and community.
· Seasonal chaplains’ ministry to resort workers, often young and far from home, and for wisdom and grace in dealing with pastoral emergencies such as holiday deaths. For the first time, this half-term an ICS-provided chaplain (Mark) is working at the International Scout Centre in Kandersteg, Switzerland, ministering to scouts and guides from all over the world.
I/we pray that ICS will have wisdom in the recruitment of clergy and lay interns to work in international Anglican churches abroad and for those with the necessary gifts and abilities in cross-cultural ministry to apply for vacancies. Work too, O Lord, in the hearts of those training for the ordained ministry, that they will be willing to serve overseas in the future. Amen.
March

· Give thanks for the local churches abroad which make available their church buildings for the use of international Anglican churches and ICS’s ministry to tourists.

· Those English-speakers retiring to, working or studying in continental Europe and on the islands of the Mediterranean such as Corfu, Ibiza and Cyprus: may they meet Christians, find churches to attend, receive a warm welcome and respond to God’s good news for them.
· Relationships with tourist offices, hotel and resort staff, all of whom are vital in helping us publicise church services to tourists: may ICS’s ministry be understood and welcomed. 
I/we give thanks for ICS’s new intern programme, enabling young people to serve for a year in a chaplaincy abroad, and remember especially the forthcoming recruitment of a new intern for Holy Trinity Brussels and ICS’s need of the financial resources to fund him or her. Amen.
April

· All ICS mission and ministry partners, short and long term, as they prepare to preach and lead Holy Week and Easter services, proclaiming Jesus’ death, resurrection and offer of forgiveness. May their words find open hearts and bear much fruit to the glory of Christ. 

· Give thanks for those who give time, money and expertise in support of ICS: pray for more individuals, parishes and grant-making trusts to do so, and for the strengthening of ICS’s network of prayer groups. ICS, like all Church of England mission agencies, depends on the giving of individuals, churches and trusts to fund all its work. 
· This summer’s outreach to tourists in Ibiza, in cooperation with Ibiza’s English-speaking Anglican Church: seasonal chaplains hold services in hotels and local chapels. Pray for those they meet, with whom they share God’s love, and to whom they offer time and prayer. 
Think of someone you know who is living abroad. Pray that God will be at work in their lives and that they might encounter Christians and a church that speaks their language, be warmly welcomed, discover God’s love and join the local church. 

May

· English-language churches part in the church’s witness to Christ in the spiritually needy continent of Europe, especially those Anglican churches of which ICS is patron, or partners in some way, in the Diocese in Europe. 
· The children of clergy serving abroad who attend English- or local-language schools: may each grow in grace and fear of the Lord whilst living abroad.  

· May to September’s seasonal outreach in Interlaken, Zermatt and Wengen. Chaplains often find themselves helping people in great need through family or work crises which surface while on holiday because ‘When you go on holiday, you take yourself with you’! 
Increasing numbers of British churchgoers ‘give church a rest’ whilst on holiday: pray for (and encourage) those Christians you know who are holidaying abroad this summer to make an effort to go to church abroad, enjoy fellowship with other Christians, and be strengthened. 

June
· In some continental European countries significant numbers of local people worship in English-speaking Anglican churches. Pray for the extensive ministry of international Anglican churches (and their members) to those who speak English as a second or third language, and for the Holy Spirit to be drawing many Europeans to Christ. 

· This month’s annual ICS Chaplains and Families Conference: may the Bible expositions, corporate worship, talks on culture and mission, times of prayer, silence and conversations be a source of encouragement and strength, especially to those working in isolated contexts.
· The seasonal outreach ministry now underway again in Italy (Cavallino): remember the chaplains and their spouses’ pastoral and prayer ministry, as they share the love of Christ in private conversations. May their friendship and the publicity draw many to the services.
30 June marks 188 years since the Society was founded. I/we give thanks for ICS’s founders, Samuel Codner and Frederick Irwin, and the many that have found in faith through ICS’s work, and pray for your continued blessing upon the Society: may its ministry prosper under your guidance and provision, so that many more may find truth, peace and comfort in Christ. Amen.
July 

· The tourist outreach about to start on many French campsites; and this summer’s ministry in Kandersteg, Switzerland (including at the International Scout Centre) helping scouts, guides and their leaders from all over the world to hear Christ’s call to ‘Come, follow me.’ 

· Continued strength for those international Anglican churches who lose a significant percentage of their congregation each year, as people move to new cities or countries or return home. May their time in a chaplaincy equip them to serve Christ across the world.
· The continued provision of new and gifted clergy and Readers to serve in future years as volunteer seasonal chaplains in ICS’s outreach to tourists.
One of the constant challenges for international churches is how to help people who may only be members for a few months grow in their faith and have strong Christian foundations whilst living ‘mobile’ lives. 
August

· ICS mission partners (and their families) working as Anglican ministers in isolated contexts whose congregations are spread over huge geographical areas: may their churches have unity (whilst welcoming many from Christian traditions and denominations) and a clear mission, especially when the only English-speaking church in the area.

· The Society produces important pastoral resources to help those who are going abroad to find a church or to find help in time of need: Directory of English-speaking Churches Abroad and www.ics-uk.org May each be used by God. 
· ICS sees several thousand attend holidaymaker church services every year, a significant number of whom are not regular churchgoers. May the Holy Spirit be at work drawing closer to Christ those who are away from home but how have more time to think about God.
September is the month when  many move abroad to work or study: I/we pray for great openness to the good news in those moving abroad in the coming weeks and that churches and church members may make every effort to show the love of Christ to those newly arrived. 
September

· Those ICS mission partners in South America and the South Atlantic, ministering thousands of kilometres away from their nearest English-speaking colleagues.

· The recruitment of future interns to serve in chaplaincies amongst youth, international students and the 18-30s; may their ministry lead many young people to follow Christ at this formative time in their lives. Remember too the Lille chaplaincy’s café-outreach to students.
· The spiritual welfare of small resident permanent congregations in places such as Zermatt and Wengen where services are only held in the tourist seasons: they are often incomers who have married local people, or hotel workers. May God sustain their faith during the periods when no chaplain is in resort, and may those congregations grow numerically.
I/we pray that ICS’s Directory of English-speaking Churches Abroad will be widely used by clergy to help their congregation members find churches when going overseas.  
October

· A continued increase in interest, prayer support and giving to ICS so that the Society can spread the gospel of Jesus Christ more widely. May ICS’s staff, council members, and area representatives have many openings to speak about ICS to individuals, churches, prayer breakfasts and synods (call us if you would like someone to speak). 
· The workplace ministry of the Church of England Representative to the EU Institutions based in Brussels, and his intern (both roles are significantly funded by ICS). 
· As the summer season of ICS’s ministry to tourists ends, pray for those with whom the chaplains have talked and shared the Christian faith: may their words and acts of witness and service lead many to new or deepened faith in our Lord, and for re-engagement with church back home amongst those who have drifted away.
I/we ask that you will provide all the financial and human resources that ICS needs to develop and expand its ministry through church growth and church planting initiatives, and amongst tourists. Amen.
November 

· ICS ministry partners working in North Africa and around the Mediterranean, serving as chaplains to the international community in Northern Cyprus, Lebanon, Egypt, Tunisia, Algeria and Morocco. Remember especially Bill Musk, chaplain of Tunis and Area Bishop of North Africa, and the daily witness of these congregations in those countries
· ICS mission partners working in specialised ministries such as airport chaplaincies, schools, prisons and embassies in Europe: may they know God’s grace as they minister to those often in great need of comfort and encouragement, from every conceivable background.
· ICS’s staff team as they plan and coordinate the seasonal outreach, recruit and brief chaplains, look after buildings, seek support and research new openings and support mission initiatives to spread the good news of Christ’s saving love.
Many chaplaincies are in capital cities: I/we pray for all those international Anglican churches in capital cities, ministering to everyone from diplomats to refugees: grant that their prayers for and witness in those cities will positively influence those countries and their leaders. Amen.
December 

· Many westerners do not normally attend church or ‘do God’, but many will attend Advent, Christmas and carol services whilst on holiday this Christmas. Pray that the Word of God will be at work in the hearts and lives of those who attend church this month, drawing them to Christ. 
· The Bible contains many examples of people encountering the living God whilst on journeys (like Philip and the Ethiopian in Acts 8). People are more open to talk about and encounter God in a life-changing way when they are far from home: pray for the spiritual receptiveness of those travelling, studying or living abroad to the gospel of Christ.

· The ICS seasonal chaplains preparing for Advent and Christmas services in the holiday resorts of Zermatt and Wengen: may the chaplains proclaim the gospel clearly and graciously and the Holy Spirit work powerfully in lives of the thousand or so who will attend these services, leading to repentance, faith and new life in Christ.
The ICS Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, you called your disciples into your service and sent them to take the good news of the gospel to the whole world. Give your grace and power, I/we pray, to all who go through ICS to minister to English-speaking people worldwide. Through their ministry may many come time to a knowledge of your glorious salvation and be established in the fellowship of your church, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
Other prayer materials

ICS produces a 
· quarterly printed prayer diary (ICS News and Prayer Diary) every January, April, July and October which contains more detailed daily prayer needs for each place in which or mission and ministry partners serve. (It is available free of charge to those who will pray regularly for ICS but whose personal circumstances mean they cannot afford to donate; otherwise we suggest an annual minimum donation of at least £16 (in 2011) to both cover production and mailing costs and to make a contribution to our furthering our work.)
· a monthly bulletin of urgent prayer needs and vacancies, called News and Prayer Update Call or contact Maggie at ICS to receive copies e-mail or post on mawinham@ics-uk.org 
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